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FROM GOVERNOR DINWIDDIE.

WILLIAMSBURG Septr. 30th. 1756

SIR

Last Night I recd. a Letter dated the 23d: from Alexaa. not signd., but by its purport I

believe it from You—Jenkin's delay prevents laying any Thing before the Assembly as

they were prorogued the Morning he arriv'd—I am of Opinion You may enforce the Articles

of War the same as in the British Establishmt. that with tenderness as the Exigency

of Affairs may require; & tho' no Crimes but Mutiny & Desertion are mention'd in the

Act of Assembly, yet other lesser Crimes are to be punish'd by a Court Martial, or the

Commanding Officer agreeable to Act of Parliament.

You have frequently complain'd to me of the Situation &c. of Fort Cumberland, & I have

wrote You how disagreeable it was to me to give up any Place of strength, as it wou'd

raise the Spirits of the Enemy & at same time suspect us to be in fear of them; & therefore

if that Place cou'd be sustain'd with Safety till Lord Loudoun gives Orders thereon I

shou'd be glad, but as You are on the Spot & You think it very prejudicial to the Service

to keep that Fortress, I desire You may call a Council of Officers & consult whether the

most adviseable to keep it or demolish it; if the last You must take care to have all the

Ammunition &c. brought to Winchester, & destroy every Thing You may conceive can be

of any Service to the Enemy; this Affair is now left to the Determination of a Council of
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Officers, & I desire You to be very explicit in Your Arguments on the Head as they must

be laid before Ld. Loudoun.—I was always averse to small Garrisons on our Frontiers, as

they in course divide our Men into small Parties; but You know that the Assembly were

so fond of them that they pass'd a Law for that purport, & I cannot at present alter that

Determination.—If Jenkins had return'd to my expeciation, some Thing of what You offer

shou'd have been laid before the Assembly.

You know the Difficulty of raising of Men here, Lord Loudoun, by Orders from His My. has

directed raising of Men here to help to compleat his Regiment of Royal Americans, the

Assembly voted Money for that Service, but where to get the Men I know not, tho' several

Persons are now employed in several Parts of the C [ … a line mutilated …] which is the

reason of the late Invasion there, they have neither Courage, Spirits or Conduct.

I have frequently wrote about the tipling-Houses at Winchester, & desir'd the Court

to suppress them, if they do not when Your Fort is finish'd You must it of Yourself for

the Service of the Garrison—A Chaplain for the Regiment I have recommended to the

Commissary to get one, but he cannot prevail with any Person to accept of it, I shall again

press it to him.

All I can do cannot prevent the People entertaining & protecting of Deserters. & if properly

inform'd some of the Magistrates, it's a growing Evil & too general—I applied for a short

Law to prevent driving of Cattle out of the Colony but the Majority of the House was

against it—Jenkins shou'd be paid & Charg'd in Your Acct. of Contingencies, surely the

Committee cannot expect me to pay it—I suppose You will think it necessary to have some

Person to ride from this to You, with Acct. of the Occurrences, & it's a matter indifferent

who the Person is.

You are to send me a distinct List of Your Regiment every Officer's Appointment & Pay,

or any other Allowances they may have with the Number of Men in each Company; sign'd
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by You & the other Field Officers, to be transmitted to the Earl of Loudoun, the sooner You

supply me with this the better.

The Invasion in Augusta I had Acct. of some time ago, & gave such Directions as I thought

proper on the Occasion, but very little Dependence is to be put in the Militia.1

The Copy of a Letter from Wm Armstrong brings agreeable News if confirm'd; I suppose

the Detachment mention'd in that Letter was from Pennsylvania.2

The Cherokee Indians are not yet come in, but daily expected, & it's said there will be

400 of them;3 I wish they were now in Augusta, & if they with some of our Forces wou'd

proceed to the Indian Towns I think they might be of much Service. I cannot account for

their Delay in coming, only that naturally they are lazy & must be humour'd as to their slow

marching,

I am much hurried & therefore remain

[Signature mutilated, but indorsed by Washington, from “The Hon. Govr. Dinwiddie.”]

1 A register of persons killed in Augusta County, published in the Virginia Historical Magazine for April, 1895,
records 44 men, women, and children killed on September 11, 12, 13, and 14, 1756. This was probably the result
of the invasion referred to.
2 Colonel John Armstrong, a Scotch-Irishman, from Carlisle, commanded an expedition of Pennsylvania
provincials against Kittanning, called by the French Atiqué, a stronghold and storehouse of the French Indians, on
the Allegheny River. The expedition, planned in the preceding July, culminated on the 8th of Sepetember, 1756,
when Colonel Armstrong at daybreak surprised the enemy, and, after a sharp attack, completely routed them,
killing Captain Jacobs, a famous chief, and burning the entire settlement of about thirty houses.
3 Washington, on the way to Augusta, a few days later, met Major Lewis returning with the Cherokee Indians he
had been sent to escort, and was much disappointed that the four hundred proved to be only seven men and
three women.


